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On September 5, 2017, Sheriff Jimmy D. Combs, along with Surry County Schools 
Superintendent, Dr. Travis L. Reeves, presented a plan to the Surry County Board of 
Education for implementation of a middle school D.A.R.E. program that the middle 
school resource officers will teach. 

 
“Drug Abuse Resistance Education” (D.A.R.E.) developed in 1983 by the Los Angeles 
Police Department because of increasing use of drugs by youth in the 1970s and 1980s, 
was implemented in the Surry County Elementary Schools in 1990.  In 2009, D.A.R.E. 
America and the Pennsylvania State University collaborated and developed the middle 
school D.A.R.E. curriculum called “Keepin’ it Real.” Since that time, intense evaluation 
of the curriculum has shown a decrease in substance abuse and reduction in negative 
attitudes/behaviors while improving positive attitudes/behaviors.       

 
In May of 2017, Sheriff Combs approached Dr. Reeves with the idea of implementing 
the “Keepin’ it Real” curriculum in the four Surry County middle schools.  The 
curriculum includes a specific block of instruction on opioid abuse and bullying.  Sheriff 
Combs said, “We have to take a proactive approach to address opioid abuse, and we 
start by educating our children on the dangers of drug abuse and addiction instead of 
waiting to use enforcement.”  
 
The misuse of and addiction to opioids—including prescription pain relievers, heroin, 
and synthetic opioids such as fentanyl—is a serious national crisis that affects public 
health as well as social and economic welfare.  Current data shows the sobering local 
impact of the opioid crisis on North Carolina families.  In 2015, there were more than 
1,100 opioid-related deaths, a 73 percent increase from 2005.   In 2013, Surry County 
emergency services responded to 30 overdoses, which resulted in deaths. In 2014 that 
number grew to 32 and in 2015, it rose to 43. 



“The Sheriff has a personal passion about this new program and its instructional 
strategies for middle school students. This only reemphasizes the collaborative effort 
between the Surry County Sheriff’s Office and our school system to educate students 
about the dangers of prescription drugs,” commented Reeves. 
 
The “Keepin’ it Real” curriculum will begin in the next few weeks at Meadowview, 
Gentry, Central and Pilot Middle Schools.  All four middle school resource officers at 
Surry County Sheriff’s Office have completed the D.A.R.E. Instructor Course and 
received 80 hours of specifically relevant training to the curriculum. 
 
Sheriff Combs added, “We cannot arrest our way out of the opioid epidemic. This 
D.A.R.E. curriculum will also give SROs personal classroom opportunities to form those 
life-long bonds of trust and friendship and lay the foundation for the future." 

 
 
 

 


